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It was not until the lesson of Hull's surrender had
aroused the civil authorities that Captain Chaun-
cey of the navy yard at New York received orders
in September, 1812, "to assume command of the
naval force on Lakes Erie and Ontario and to use
every exertion to obtain control of them this fall."
Chauncey was an experienced officer, forty years
old, who had not rusted from inactivity like the
elderly generals who had been given command of
armies. He knew what he needed and how to
get it. Having to begin with almost nothing, he
busied himself to such excellent purpose that he
was able to report within three weeks that he
had forwarded to Sackett's Harbor on Lake On-
tario, "one hundred and forty ship carpenters,
seven hundred *amen and marines, more than one
hundred pieces of cannon, the greater part of
large caliber, with musket, shot, carriages, etc.
The carriages have nearly all been made and the
shot cast in that time. Nay, I may say that
nearly every article that has been forwarded has
been made."

It was found impossible to divert part of this
ordnance to Buffalo because of the excessively bad
roads, which were passable for heavy traffic only
by means of sleds during the snows of winter. This